PALM VALLEY POST 233
THE AMERICAN LEGION OF FLORIDA, INC.

12 North Wilderness Trail
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
Telephone (904) 285-2484
www.palmvalleypost233.com

Commander’s Corner

Our Broker in our Real Estate Office, Lorraine
Meighan recently sent me an appropriate message regarding
Veteran’s Day. It's as follows: "Happy Veteran's Day —
definition of a Veteran — Whether active duty, retired, National
Guard or Reserve — is someone who, at one point in his or
her life, wrote a blank check made payable to “The United
States of America”, for an amount of “UP TO AND
INCLUDING MY LIFE”. That is honor, and there are far too
many people in this Country who choose to no longer
understand it. — Author Unknown (Lorraine is a Veteran and
was a military nurse).

The previous statement truly says it all about why
we exist and our purpose here at Post #233, 560 Wilderness
Trail in Palm Valley, Florida. We all need to give back to the
Legion. Some volunteer to cook, clean, wait on other
members or work inside and out to improve and beautify our
facility. Some donate hard earned cash. GOD BLESS THOSE
WHO DO BOTH. | want to thank all our volunteers.

My purpose today is to ask all Members to step
forward and help your Post, however you see fit

| fully intended to include a before and after picture
of the front of our building, since our renovations, painting
and repairs are complete and we are so proud of the
appearance of the Post. It truly looks fantastic and | want to
personally Thank Ron Joy, Jim Durnal and Johnny Jones for
their hard work involved in this project. We're now ready for
the new roof. The cost of a color picture far outweighed the
effectiveness at over $300 to stuff 630 newsletters we
distribute. However, it is time to ask for your support with
regards to helping us cover the cost of the project and the
financial well being of this Post going forward. | want to thank
those, who have anticipated this need and have already
stepped forward with their generous donations as follows:
John Wagener, Eddie & Donna Floyd, Tommy Sandifer, Our
Auxiliary, John Dewitt, Rod Garing, Wilford Lyon, Chuck &
Angie Kees, Ron & Lorraine Joy, Jim & Dee Durnal, Rob
Kearney, Jack Lynch, Lou Stacks, Johnny Jones, Jack
Blessing and yours truly. If | missed anyone, please forgive
me and | promise to mention you in our next article. We also
accepted donations of $430. during the Rod Stewart Show,
which was very successful and enjoyable. Thank you Kim,
Michelle and Betty for securing those donations with all your
charm and etc!

Our goal for this fund drive is $20,000 and we are
close to $5000 to date. A lighted Board will be installed in the
Post with our current standing versus our goal of $20,000.
This is aggressive, but required to secure our financial future.
| can also assure you, that we will be tightening our belt and
finding areas, where we can reduce costs of operation and
create future opportunities for income to once again help
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Hours:

Mon ~ Fri 1100 hrs to 2300 hrs
Sat 0900 hrs ~ at least 2100 hrs
Sun ~ 0900 to 2100 hrs

From the Auxiliary

Unfortunately, our Chaplain, Cathy Corcoran has
resigned. Cathy has been an active & valued member of our
unit for many years and we will miss her. Therefore, we need a
Chaplain whose duties are to open & close our meetings with a
prayer and to send cards to our members when they are ill.
This is a great opportunity for a new member to become involved
in our unit. If you are interested, PLEASE let me know.

All those who attended the Halloween Party had a good
time. Thank You Kim Lang and Karen Dubin for organizing it!
Thanks also to the following restaurants for supporting our unit
with gift certificates: Cheesecake Factory, Matthew's, Ruth’s
Chris, Chizu Japanese Steak House, and Harry’s.

Our craft & bake sale went pretty well, with the help of
the bartenders, we sold quite a bit of our baked goods inside
also.

Congrats to all who are collecting & cutting coupons.
Last month {Oct) we sent over $5000.00 to our service persons
in Egypt. For the month of November we sent $11,033.48. Keep
up the good work!!

The Auxiliary Wednesday Night Dinners are our main
source of income —most of which is distributed to our community.
Please consider cooking a Wednesday dinner. I'm desperate
for new cooks with new ideas & recipes. You can team up with
a friend or if you can do part of a dinner, iet me know & I'll find
you some help.

We are still collecting items for St. Gerrard’s, a home
for un-wed mothers in St. Augustine. Please bring an item for
the babies or a personal item for the mothers to the Post & put
it in the meeting room.

The Children’s Christmas Party will be December 227
from 2pm — 4pm. All our children, grandchildren & those in our
community are invited. The party is for children 0 to 10 years
old. Of course, Santa Claus will attend. Refreshments will be
bountiful and there will be entertainment. A sign up sheet will
be posted on the door of the Ladies Room. You MUST sign up
the child by December 15* so that Santa has time to shop &
wrap. We will be purchasing each child a toy and a stocking.
So Please try to make sure that each child you sign up is able
to attend. Also, if anyone would like to be part the entertainment
or to donate refreshments, please let me know.

The Auxiliary wili be hosting the Christmas Dinner at
the Post this year. We are looking for help with bringing side
dishes & desserts. Judy Nagel has donated 1 ham and we are
hoping for a donation of a turkey or two. If you can help, let me
know. All food can be dropped off a day or two ahead of time;
we'll store it in the walk-in cooler.

This is the 3" year the Auxiliary will be delivering
Christmas Baskets to some home- bound, elderly folks. We
are looking for items like hand lotion, books, stuffed toys, food,
robes, calendars, or anything that might bring a smile to an
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1st Vice

The Adjutant informs me that we are doing very well
with our membership renewals; | just want to remind everyone
that we are all recruiters for the Legion. Ask everyone you meet
about joining our great organization.

The breakfast team of Bill Furr, Ben & Clen Ward, are
more than happy to invite prospective breakfast cooking teams
to join us on the 1= Sunday in December for demonstrations
on how we do it. Currently, we have only two breakfast teams;
Furr, Ward &Ward and the Dubin & Dubin.. we need four more
teams so these teams can have a break. Step up to the “plate”
and come join “The Few, The Proud, The Sunday Morning
Purveyor’s of Breakfast”. As JFK would have said, “Ask not
what your Legion can do for you, but Can | have a Sunday
Morning Breakfast Team?” come join us, it's a tot of fun and
your help is needed.

Support Our Post
Clen Ward

1+t Vice

Adjutant

We are at 92% of our goal for 2007-2008 membership
year. Early Bird renewals ended on Veteran’s Day. Your card
will expire on January 1, 2008. Canteen and voting privileges
require a 2008 card after this date.

Our Post 400 transfers are coming in by the bundles
for 2008. Anyone with questions on this programs see Clen
Ward, Roy Havekost or Rodney Garring. All transfer cards for
2008 will be issued in January.

Have a Great Holiday Season, Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year!

For God and Country
Ric Smith, Sr

Adjutant

S.A.L.

Greetings and Happy Holiday to all our members! |
can't believe 2008 is almost here. | am looking forward to the
coming year as many exciting events are in store for our Post.

On Nov 18" we held a kitchen renovations fund- raising
event. Ron Joy, Van Martin and “crew” cooked their special
smoked meats and everyone enjoyed the great sounds of FLAT
BLACK. Thanks to ali of you who volunteered your time and
efforts to make it so successful- especiaily Paul Zito who worked
his magic all afternoon in the kitchen. We raised more money
to help complete the renovations, “Iron Mike” Callahan’s life
was celebrated, AND we donated all large amounts of extra
food to a schooi for autistic children. These special kids
experienced a “Palm Valley” style Thanksgiving dinner. Way to
go Gang!

As | started in the November newsletter, the Post has
an inventory of new U.S. flags (3'x 5’ being the most popular
size) for purchase. These are best quality outdoor flags as
“Legion- Like” prices. We encourage you to place your worn
flags in the “mail box” outside the front entrance and come
inside and select your new flag. If you don't find the size or
type of flag you require, please notify a bartender (or see me}
and we will order it for you. If you have any other flagpole or
flag requirements | will be happy to assist you.

On Wednesday nights | am at the Post to enjoy the
always-fantastic dinner. After dinner, Chuck Kees and | host
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2nd Vice

For many years, {'ve seen my predecessors at Post 233,
2" Vice Commander use the column every month to issue urgent
pleas for Help in the galley. Need cooks has always been the theme
of the 2™ Vice's message. Well, “Need Cooks” is just NQT getting
it done. I've never been able to understand how a Post with 376 +
members relies on a hard —core group of approximately 20 members
to facilitate the programs that generate the bulk of it's revenue. After
several conversations with both old and new Legion members, it
occurred to me where the root of the problem may be, and what
may help resolve the situation. {A) Eniighten the membership with
information about what is involved. (B) Educate the membarship to
help defray negative perceptions.

With that said, here goes... ..........

As 2" Vice, | am mandated by Legion chiapter to administer
the Post food service program which in turn helps drive the canteen
operation, which is responsible for 95% of our revenue (other than
donations). Specifically, my responsibilities address (4) programs:

(A) Friday Night Dinners: We need 12 “Captains”, who

lead the “Team” that works 4 times a year. A “Team”
consists of a steak griller, expeditor, two servers and
an order taker. Sixty (60) Prime New York Strip steaks
are picked up from Terry’s Country Store (Penman
Road) by a Legion volunteer each Friday morning and
delivered to the Post. The Post canteen staff prepares
the salad, baked potatoes, rolls, etc in advance, leaving
only steak prep and set up for the cooking team which
arrives between 5:00 PM and 6:00 PM. The order taker
takes orders at 6:30 PM sharp. The Result: The best
16 oz strip, baked potato, trimmings and salad in North
Florida. Oh, | forgot.... a $10.00 donation is required.

{B) Wednesday Night Specialty Dinners: Many, many
“Thanks” to the ladies of the Auxiliary who showcase
their culinary skills every other Wednesday, leaving
approximately 25 Wednesday evenings annually to the
general membership. The meais may be prepared at
home or in the Post kitchen and personal “Specialties”
are encouraged. The number of meals served range
from the requested minimum of 40 to several events
by some ambitious “Show Offs” going well over 100.
The cooking team is entitled to up to $200.00
reimbursement although many “Chefs” donate their
food cost. The Result: Some of the best home cooking
in North Florida. Oh, | forgot... a $5.00 donation is
required.

(C) Sunday Morning Breakfast: This popular program is
an amazing deal, but typically is our largest manpower
headache. While the entire menu is at the discretion of
the “Cook”, most popular breakfast items are available.
From sausage gravy, bacon, sausage, omelets, French
toast, potatoes, grits, etc. All food items are provided
by the Post and orders are taken by the bartenders. A
3 person crew works best and breakfast is served from
9:00AM to 12:00 NOON. Oh, | forgot... A $5.00
donation is required.

(D) Monday through Friday Lunch: Served 11:30 AM to
1:30 PM our crew of volunteers offer a moderately
priced menu including burgers, dogs, sausage dogs,
grilled cheese, and chicken sandwiches. If you've never
enjoyed our famous “Palm Valley Burger”, it's a shame.
My personal thanks go out to our veteran lunch cooks.
Charlie Walker — Monday, Dave Cook — Tuesday,
Chuck Kees — Wednesday, Dick Salzarulo — Thursday,
and Steve Hutchenson — Friday. Substitutes are always
needed and encouraged. Oh, | forgot...a donation is
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